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Our annual “Call To Care” 
banquet, originally 
scheduled for April, was 
finally presented in August. 
Due to COVID-19 
restrictions we were forced 
to limit the size of the 
audience and no food 
service was allowed. The 
only guests in attendance 
were those connected to the 
filming of the event. 
 
The banquet program 
premiered on our website 
at 6:00pm on August 9th 
and is now available for 
your viewing anytime at 
www.EChap.org. 
 
When you watch the 
banquet from our website 
you will be able to see the 
two individuals who received the Brantley Pearce 
Memorial Award. Merritt Buchanan was recognized 
as Chaplain of the Year and Larry Smith received the 
First Responder Award. 
 
Merritt Buchanan joined Emergency Chaplains in 
2017. He leads our Crisis Response Team in Person 
County and also serves as a chaplain for the Roxboro 
Police Department. Prior to his retirement, Merritt 
taught middle school in the Person County Public 
School system and used that platform to invest in the 
lives of many families across Person County. He has 
continued his missionary work through Emergency 
Chaplains. 
 
Larry Smith served his entire law enforcement career 
of 30 years with the Durham Police Department and 
retired as Deputy Chief. During his career, Larry was 
known for being a peacemaker and lived out his faith 
in Jesus through his work. Today, he continues to 

make an impact on the 
community by investing in 
our law enforcement officers 
and being there to encourage 
the men and women who 
stand on the thin blue line. 
 
On the video you will also 
hear an inspiring story from 
our special guest, Jody Rose. 
In 2019, Jody’s son Kyree 
was a patient at Duke 
Hospital waiting for a heart 
transplant. God arranged 
some special meetings 
around Kyree’s hospital stay 
that changed his life forever 
and is still impacting lives 
today. There’s not enough 
space to write the story 
here….so take time to watch 
the video! 
 

Also on the video you will hear our ministry update 
on Vision 100 and how that is leading us to an 
expanded vision of 25x25. You may remember that 
Vision 100 is our goal of establishing a sustainable 
chaplaincy ministry in every county of North 
Carolina. 25x25 is our goal of training 2,500 new 
chaplains by the year 2025. Many of those chaplains 
will be in North Carolina, but we will be opening our 
training up to students no matter where they live! 
 
It is going to take a lot of hard work to make Vision 
100 and 25x25 a reality. We hope that you will take 
time to watch the banquet video and prayerfully 
consider partnering with us to train gospel focused 
chaplains who will serve in the public safety arena.  
 
Please consider partnering with Emergency 
Chaplains today by filling out the enclosed card to 
become one of our “Monthly Comforters”. The fields 
are white unto harvest...thank you for praying! 

VIRTUAL BANQUET NOW ONLINE 

Larry Smith and Merritt Buchanan 
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2020 BANQUET SPONSORS! 

1st Choice Landscaping 
—Ken & Melinda Leimone 

Accu-Air, Inc.  
—Larry & Bonnie Lee 

Tony Adams 
C.L. & Linda Ashley 
Jim & Kaye Baggett 
Bahama Volunteer Fire Department 
Bordeaux-Smith Realty 

—Larry & Tammy Smith 
Rodney Bunch 
Barbara Burg 
Trina Hudson Campbell 
Joan Daniel 
Kathy Duncan 

Bart Durham 
Alex G. Nelson 
—Edward Jones Financial Advisor 

Mike & Kim Evans 
Ann & Ernest Ferrell 
Art & Cindy Ferrell 
Mike & Sandra Finch 
Andy & Kim Foreman 
Pam & Jerry Fowler 
Roger & Janet Gillispie 
Kay P. Gresham 
Mr. & Mrs. W.E. Hall 
Jeremiah & Erica Hill 
Jimmy & Luanne Holland 
Becky Jarman 

Rick & Scarlet Johnson 
Tara Johnson 
Jennifer King 
Stan Latta 
Ken, Melinda, AJ & Cole Leimone 
Jeff McCarthy 

     In Honor of Officer  
Nathan McRee, Gastonia PD 

Drew & Diane McKinney 
Robin Nixon 

In Memory of  
Harvey & Earline Case 

Mike & Edie Perra 
Judith Pope 
Cecil Richardson 

Ragans Pressure Cleaning, LL 
—Mark & Terri Ragan 

June W. Ray 
Lisa Rogers 
Septic System Solutions 

—Bart Durham 
Ed & Angela Sarvis 
Jay Swilley 
Brian & Karen Van Horn 
John & Rose Wells 
Brenda Williams 
Carol Williams 
Carl & Rachel Willis 
Kevin & Linda Wilson 

Bronze Level Sponsors 

Hero Level Sponsors 
 

Karen Dean 
-In Loving Memory of Brantley Pearce- 

 

Lois Hudson 
-In Loving Memory of Brantley Pearce- 

Diamond Level Sponsors 
 

Frances Barbour 
Clearview Church-Henderson 

Clements Funeral and Cremation Services 
Braggtown Baptist Church 
Greystone Church-Durham 

Dr. Craig French-Chiropractic Wellness 

Platinum Level Sponsors 
 

Cross Culture Church-Raleigh 
Mark & Karen Hagwood 

Hall-Wynne Funeral Services (Michael O’Connor) 
Kathy Harper 

Ingold Tire Company (Rod Ingold) 
Massengill’s Auto Service 

Karen & Curt Meredith 
Kay O'Briant 

Wayne & Dot Watson  

Gold Level Sponsors 
 

Ed & Laurie Alexander 
Wallace Baker 
Patrick Cate 

Dennis & Cheryl Chappell 
Todd B Crum, C.P.A. 

Brenda Harris 
Long Beverage Company (David Long) 

Scott & Susan Pearce 
Scotty’s Sanitation Service, LLC 

Lori Allsbrook 
Anne Andrews 
John & Nicole Archibald 
Angel Roses  

—Caroline Uyama 
Bob & Sue Bradley 
Bill & Nettie Brogden 
Kelly Canady 
Pam Champion 
George Clark 
Arlene Darcy 
Penny & Tom DeLoreto 
Kaye Duncan 
Sandy Durham 
Billy & Janice Ellis 
Marcie Ellis 

Mindy & McLendon Farr 
Pat Finch 
Friendly City Civitan Club 
Barbara Gentry 
Willie & Leah Gibson 
David & Kathleen Glover 
Clyde & Mary Hinkley 
Brad & Marty Hubinek 
Matt & Erika Ingold 
Yolanda James 
Denise Kennedy 
Ann Keyes 
Jerry & Lanie Kivowitz 
Becky Koehler 
Steve & Ginny Lang 
 

Joanne Langan 
Terry & Carolyn Lent 
Paul & Karen Manning 
Hope Marlow 
Phyllis Matthews 
Laura McCullough 
Tim & Gloria Minor 
Kent & Theresa Moore 
Holly Nichols 
Billie Overcash 
Badeen Parker 
Sue & Howard Partin 
Tom & Kathy Rathke 
Mike & Ronda Renn 
John & Roberta Rogerson 
Melinda Roman 

Calise Rowland 
Ruth Bible Class 
Terry & Darlene Sayers 
Dan Smith 
Michele Smith 
Ray & Gail Smith 
Robert Simons 
Rick & Sheila Slagle 
Charlotte P. Tippett 
Kevin & Marge Walls 
Anthony & Jill Warash 
Juanita B. Woods 
Vivian Williams 
Will & Patricia Wynne 

Silver Level Sponsors 


